
4. European Garden Award bestowed at Schloss Dyck 
Winners of the European Garden Award come from Great Britain, Portugal and Denmark 
 
Six additional awards to Switzerland, Malta, Italy, Russia, Sweden and Germany 
 
The European Garden Award of the European Garden Heritage Network EGHN was awarded for the 
fourth time on 6 September at Schloss Dyck (Germany). The EGHN and the Schloss Dyck Foundation, 
Centre for Garden Art and Landscape Design, as the project carriers presented, with the support of 
the tree nurseries Lorenz von Ehren, the three winners and six further finalists from nine European 
countries to an international professional audience. 
 
The internationally composed jury - Mariachiara Pozzana (Italy), Gunnar Ericson (Sweden), Ed Bennis 
(Great Britain/USA), Alan Thornley (Great Britain), Roswitha Arnold, Stephan Lenzen, Jens Spanjer (all 
Germany) - valued the innovative concepts in implementation and management, urban planning 
aspects, questions of sustainability or the possibility for active participation as equally important in 
its decision as high quality in the new design, reinstatement or care. 
 
The aims the tree nursery Lorenz von Ehren of Hamburg also feels very strongly about and to which it 
intends to contribute with its commitment, so that particularly outstanding parks and gardens as well 
as special initiatives in gardening culture will be perceived more strongly in Europe.  
 
The European Gardening Prize was once again awarded in three categories: 
 
•In the first category of "Best Development of a Historical Park or Garden", the winner was the Park 
of Monserrate (Portugal) and honoured as finalists were the Summer Garden in St. Petersburg 
(Russia) and Gunnebo Castle and Garden (Sweden). 
 
• In the second category of "Contemporary Park or Garden" with its winner, the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park (London, Great Britain), Mdina Ditch and Floor Works (Geneva, Switzerland) were 
qualifiers for the final. 
 
• The "Special Award of the Schloss Dyck Foundation" went to Realdania (Denmark), which took first 
place in the competition with the two additional finalists, the Festival Arte Sella (Italy) and 
Nomadisch Grün (Germany). 
 
"All in all the nine prize winners from the different countries in Europe stand for the high quality and 
diversity in our garden culture. The European Garden Heritage Network EGHN wants to honour 
particularly outstanding landscapes as well as the commitment of individual initiatives with the 
European Garden Award", says Jens Spanjer, Board of the Schloss Dyck Foundation and jury member. 
 
Further information about the winners and finalists: 
 
First category for "Best Development of a Historic Park or Garden" 
 

• The decision of the jury for the Park Monserrate as the winner of the European Garden 
Award in the category for "Historical parks" was made not least because of the magic and 
romantic atmosphere that is emanated by it still today. Meanwhile it should really say "again 
today" as the comprehensive redevelopment and reconstruction of the park was only 
completed in the past 20 years. In 1995 the park was thereupon recognised by the UNESCO 
as World Heritage Site as a part of the palaces and parks in Sintra. For this outstanding result, 
to which the association of "Friends of Monserrate" had made a great contribution, the park 
and all people involved were honoured this year. Monserrate owes its establishment to an 
English tradesman, who had his residence in Portugal built there. He and a some more 



English owners as well as the architects and gardeners contracted by them have created a 
park in the course of many years, in which the various eras of its history - and also its 
intermittent oblivion - can to this day be traced and experienced in diverse layers and garden 
areas. Light and shadow, exotic and rare plants, winding paths and breath-taking views, but 
even new garden sections, such as the rose garden that was opened in the year 2011 by the 
Prince of Wales, make a visit to Monserrate, in spite of the many other wonderful parks in 
Portugal, an unique, fascinating and therefore "prize worthy" event. 

 
• St. Petersburg has a multitude of magnificent park landscapes. Yet the restoration of the 

Summer Garden during the last 3 years was of exceptional significance. Located centrally 
along the Neva River, the Summer Garden is the first park built by Peter the Great. Its design 
involved Dutch gardeners, a French architect and Italian sculptors. Before its restoration, the 
park was more like a piece of forest and the park architecture was in a very poor condition or 
even buried. Today the Summer Garden invites again to eventful strolls by virtue of its 
different garden rooms, architecture and buildings, the avenues, numerous fountains and 
statues. It finds frequent use by the population and tourists, especially also the visitors of the 
Russian museum bordering to it.  
 

• The Gardens of Gunnebo Slott are a shining example for the high quality of Swedish parks 
and gardens and in particular also for the innovative and uninhibited ideas to develop family 
destinations and places for events and education. This was organised in Gunnebo under the 
motto "Gunnebo – back to the 18th century". In the past 10 years, this formerly state-of-the-
art and most elaborate summer residence was renovated according to the old plans. Back 
then as today, the growing of fruit and vegetables is a part of the main uses of the garden in 
Gunnebo, while today it is also one of its main attractions. What used to be reserved to the 
owner's family, namely the enjoyment of the fruits of the garden, is today possible for all 
visitors. The restaurant processes the ecologically grown products to regional delicacies at a 
high level and thereby contributes to the upkeep of the park.  

 
The second category for "Contemporary Park or Garden"  
 

• The sustainability of large-scale events is often questioned. For the Olympic Games 2012 in 
London, where a new city district was developed for the Olympic buildings and the Olympic 
Park, the long-term and diverse usability of most of the buildings and outdoor facilities was 
an important objective. At the present time, the transformation into the new Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park is underway, which is managed by the London Legacy Development 
Corporation. The new park can rely on green areas of highest design quality having already 
been set up for the most various uses during the time of the Games. For example, picnic 
lawns and green arenas, which hold many visitors, were created as well as sites for cultural 
offers but also shrub plantings, flower meadows, water and shore areas with places for 
nature to retreat. Well-known landscape architects were involved here. Even indispensable 
removals, e.g. the wide service roads needed during the Games, have been included in the 
planning from the outset and have therefore been implemented as far as possible while 
sparing resources. A first new park section was opened in August of this year to the residents 
of the surrounding city districts as well as for all Londoners and international guests to whom 
by now it has already become an important oasis and new green attraction in the British 
capital.   

 
• Floor Works in Geneva is a fascinating mix of plants, steel, slate, water and light installations. 

On the land of a private investor, Société Privée de Gérance SPG, an urban place has been 
created in the middle of the city, which corresponds in many ways with the new 
administrative building of SPG and which, owing to its uniqueness, has found numerous fans 
and regular visitors. Corten steel bands shape the paths, but are also broken up into 



sculptures and formed into seats, in between and on which, greenery develops wildly, yet 
nonetheless following to a composition. Spray mist enhances the impression of this being an 
urban jungle, which was conceptualised by the firm AgenceTer (Paris).  

 
• The drenches of old fortifications and the areas along historic city walls may have lost their 

defensive functions, but oftentimes they have retained their uninviting character as they are 
hard to access and disorderly or vehicles are parked there. The municipal and state 
authorities in Malta have accomplished with the new Mdina Ditch Park to recreate value and 
redesign the fortification drench of Mdina in an exemplary way. Clear structures, high-quality 
materials and the use of plants authentic for the site, in particular orange trees, invite to a 
stroll in which the old fortification structures with their materials and architecture can be 
discovered, where history can be felt and which is crowned in the end by a grandiose view 
into the surroundings of the old capital of Malta.  

 
The third category for "Special Prize of the Dyck Castle Foundation"  
 

• Castles and landed estates are very important in various regions of Europe for the richness of 
the cultural landscape. Not only the buildings and their parks themselves, but also the 
agricultural and forestation use, which originated from them, determine the landscape. In 
Denmark, the philanthropic Realdania Foundation with seat in Copenhagen, by now for the 
second time supports in a multi-year programme the preservation and reinstatement of 
these qualities, especially of historical parks around country manors and castles. For this 
purpose, the applicants, mostly private owners who emerge from the competitive procedure 
as winners, will receive well-founded specialist advice for the restoration measures in 
addition to specific funds. The owners undertake in return to make the park accessible to the 
public. Realdania rightly understands its initiative as a contribution to the sponsorship of the 
local economies in rural regions as well. Because tourism takes up an important role, 
Realdania also points out these new qualities and trip destinations to initiatives and 
publications. For this sustainable commitment, Realdania receives the Special Prize of the 
Dyck Castle Foundation. 

 
• At the Moritzplatz in Berlin-Kreuzberg, a city district where high density and few green 

spaces can be found in the midst of many social problems, the Prinzessinnengarten (Princess 
Garden) has been in development since the summer of 2009. Where there used to be fallow 
land for more than 60 years, nowadays a great diversity of vegetables, fruit and herbs is 
grown. For the purposes of operation, active members, supporters, donors and friends 
founded the non-profit organisation Nomadisch Grün, which was a finalist for the Special 
Award of the Schloss Dyck Foundation. The exchange of experience between generations 
and across cultures ensures the use of cultivation techniques, communicates knowledge on 
the topics of biological diversity, urban ecology, climate adjustment, recycling, sustainable 
consumption, and has created a new place of urban living. 

 
• Since 1986 Arte Sella, in the Sella valley of the Italian Province of Trento, has become 

established as an international open-air exhibition site for contemporary art. On the 
meadows and in the forests of this Alpine valley, the visitors can experience how art is 
created, developed and how in the course of time it also fades again. The artists are called 
upon to treat the environment sparingly and to let themselves be inspired by nature and the 
special place. Most of the works of art are three-dimensional and use stones, leaves, 
branches or tree trunks. Currently 56 objects are waiting to be discovered during an about 
four-hour hike. Temporary indoor exhibitions and concerts that are likewise organised by the 
Associazione Arte Sella and not lastly the cultivated landscape round out the special event. 
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For additional information: www.europeangardenaward.eu 

 
For photos visit http://www.eghn.org/media.html  
 
For the European Garden Heritage Network EGHN: www.eghn.eu 
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